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Research Title: A research study of English language primary sources on King Prajadhipok’s wvisit
to the USA , Canada and Japan 1931-1932

Researcher: Papisuti Saichampa

To: King Prajadhipok Museum, King Prajadhipok’s Institute

Year: 2015

Abstract

This is a study of primary sources on King Prajadhipok’s visit to the USA , Canada and

Japan during his reign (1925-1935). It was the third of his four trips aboard as King;

Given the lack of a ready-made chronological report on the trip, the study examined the
Steven-Hayes files of English language news paper cuttings available at the National Archives of
Thailand and put together a chronological report in itinerary form it also analytically described the
activities the King and his Queen Rambhai Barni engaged in. This was put in the context of the

domestic and foreign relations situations of Siam and of the countries visited.

By checking this with Thai sources , official and otherwise, the study found that the initial
and important reason for the trip was for the King to have a much needed operation in the USA for
cataract in his left eye. However, the King and Queen took opportunity to do the royal duty of
furthering relations with the countries visited. This involved brief phases of official visits at the
head of state level in each country. However, for the most part, they went “incognito”, during which
trips and stays the hosts extended appropriate security and hospitality throughout. This afforded
them the opportunity to observe and study advances in scientific, technological and industrial fields,
especially in USA, as well as to engage in what might be called cultural diplomacy in all the three

countries.

Notably, the King and Queen had privately commissioned a public relations campaign prior

to and during the trip so that a correct understanding of Siam and the royal couple would result.



This had never before been done to such a systematic extent. The King also granted a lengthy
interview to American journalists early on in the USA. Among other things, he let it be known that
he was embarking on a plan to extend voting rights to his people at the local and municipal levels as

an initial step toward representative government at the national level.

The cataract opreration was successful and after a month’s recuperation, they travelled in
Eastern part of the USA and then across Canada where much needed rest and recreation amongst

nature were the main pursuits.

In sum, apart from the medical treatment, the trip enabled the King to gather knowledge for
use in his modernizing project for Siam and also to put diplomatic relations between Siam and the
USA, Canada and Japan on a firm footing, such that Siam was better recognized as an independent

state active in international affairs.
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