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Singapore and Java were the destinations of the first official visit abroad made by King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)
and his son King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) of Siam (now Thailand). The missions and activities of their Majesties were quite
similar. The obvious difference between the periods of the two rulers was the progress in media and transportation. The
extent of the attention King Prajadhipok received during his first official visit to Singapore, Java and Bali can be judged from

local newspapers and other documents of the time.

The main objective of this study is to obtain copies of documents concerning King Prajadhipok’s trip abroad in
1929 before they are destroyed by time. These documents will help complete the history section of the vast collection of

works in the library of the King Prajadhipok Institute.

The collected documents, which are in English and Indonesian, can be used for a comparative study of the Thai
language. At the same time they enable more studies to be carried out of His Majesty’s activities during his first visit abroad.
They show how successful the trip was and how people in other lands viewed His Majesty and Siam, in general, during that

period. Furthermore, these documents will be extremely valuable for researchers who have problems reading Thai.

Research in Thai history conducted in another language will make His Majesty’s biography and his activities in
Singapore, Java and Bali widely and correctly known internationally. The research will, directly and indirectly, show that
Siam was the only country in the region that could maintain its sovereignty. This is something that the Thai people should
be proud of. They should also realize that this success did not happen by chance but rather that it was due tp the ability
of the series of great kings who protected the country from the colonizing power of Westerners. Thailand’s younger

generation should know about this and do their best to maintain the country’s independence forever.
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